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The following presentation was given at the 21st Annual Conference for the National Institute for the Study of Transfer Students. Please cite responsibly and direct questions to the original presenter(s).
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2753 - The Power of Storytelling: How a Transfer Art Contest and Gallery Focused on Resilience Builds
Belonging Across Campus

Partnerships and Collaboration, Diversity and Inclusion

How do we honor diversity while simultaneously educating the campus on the transfer experience? Within this session, we'll share the inception of the
Transfer Storytellers Contest and Gallery - an art competition where students explored their resiliency and identity. We will share how we engaged
faculty and staff as they acted as coaches, judges, and Gallery viewers. Participants will brainstorm ways of incorporating self-reflection practices to

promote resiliency and identity exploration for their transfers.

Jaclyn Duerr, Program Manager, Transfer Student Success
University of California, San Diego
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Hello! My name is Jackie

New Yorker in spirit, California girl at
heart

Former transfer student!

Program Manager for Transfer
Student Success @ UC San Diego

TACKIE DUEQQ, ED.D.
SHE/HER/HERS
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Learning Outcomes

Individuals who attend this session will be able to:

Apply critical questions to identify restorative practices
which promote self-authorship to enhance transfer
student resilience

Create a new strategy for engaging transfer students i
self reflection

Utilize self reflection and storytelling asa foc
increase retention and belonging

Identify innovative ways to engage faculty and staff in
the transfer student experience
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A little about UC San Diego

1in 3 incoming undergrads are transfer
students.

That means we have about 7,900
transfer students!

Our transfer students are the most
diverse population on campus.

UC San Diego’s first centralized
transfer support, the Triton
Transfer Hub, opened its doors in
January 2020.

Mission: support students
academically, professionally, and
personally. Be the best practice for
transfer success for the campus.

...and we all know what happened
in March 2020.



Big questions lead to hig ideas...

How can we celebrate the transfer identity, while also
educating the campus on the diversity of the
transfer experience?

How can we create a culture of care and belo
for transfer students on campus? |

How can we celebrate and build resilience?

TRITON
TRANSFERS



Home » Event 11 Stanford, | Screwec

Stanford, | Screwed Up

STUDENTS

Thursday, March 31, 2016 8:00 pm - 10:00

STANFORD, pm
| SCREWED UrP Bk

Open to Stanford students, faculty and
staff.

If it rains, the event will be held at Arrillaga
) . Sports and Recreation Center at Erickson
wz Courts.

"Stanford, | Screwed Up!" is an annual event commemorating and celebrating the 'epic

Inspiration from others

STANEORD PRESENTS AT N ‘
~20)6 ABOVT RESILIENCE
THROVGH SPOKEN WAQQ ,

failures' in our lives. Students from across campus come together and share experiences
through storytelling, comedy, poetry, song, video, and other creative means.
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Overall Goals of Storytellers

Support engagement between students, faculty, staff, & com

Enhance knowledge of diverse transfer student experlen
and identities through art .

Provide Financial support

Promote restorative practices of reflection,a
celebrate resilience

Implement best practices in retention by promotiig
self-authorships and increasing sense of belonging
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Support engagement between students, staff, faculty, and community

Creative Coaches.

Staff and Faculty who were available to students as they
helped craft their story into art and words.

Students selected coaches based on interest and
specialty.

Writing Coaches.

Writing tutors (students) were provided via direct email
connection.




Support engagement between students, staff, faculty, and community

Kickoff event with local artist.

Students receive inspiration on how to
share their story.

Open to entire campus community.

Hybrid event.
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Enhance knowledge of diverse transfer student experiences and identities through art
Judges. d T E ST &
E

Staff, Faculty and Students reviewed
artwork and synopses.

Rubric was provided to allow for baseline

consideration of all works.
2022 Gallery Winners

Website Gallery.
Emailed & shared with campus community.

Accessible always from homepage.




Provide Financial Support to Participants

Scholarships.
$1,000 available for three winners.
Eligibility:

e Register for competition

e Be enrolled in Winter and Spring

e Transfer student submissions
prioritized




Promote Restorative Practices of reflection, and celebrate resilience

Guidebook with key coaching
questions provided to coaches.

Reminder emails sent with key

reflection questions. TRANSFERS
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Implement best practices in retention by promoting self-authorship and increasin

Pre/post participant survey:
t Feeling valued

t Feeling of belonging

t Feeling proud of what they had
accomplished at UCSD

t Feelings of belief in one’s self through
hard times

t Spending more time in self-reflection

t Connection to at least one new faculty
or staff member on campus

What the campus community said...
80% of those who viewed the gallery
agreed that they had more knowledge
of “the diverse transfer student
experience and identities”

“Things like this contest are absolutely
the reason | wanted to pursue a career
in higher education - connecting with
students, hearing their struggles and
triumphs, and seeing how college can
impact their development is so
inspiring to me!” - 2021 Creative Coach




Storytellers Gallery
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IT'S AN ART CONTEST; AND T
NG ARTIST. THANK GOD FOR

TECHNOLOGY. |


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pqo3vkGPNzQ

Funding

IT'S TOVGH, BUT THIS PR "
IS AFFORDABLE, |




Warking Through Tough
Topics

How D6 WE SUPPORT THE
WHO SHARE (OR READ) STORIE
ON MENTAL HEALTH
EXPERIENCES? .




0k, Your Turn.

How couLD YoU VsE' |
STORYTELLING? |




LEeT's conneet!

TDVERR@UCSD.EDYV
LINKEDIN.COM/\N/TACKIEDVERR
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BE A CONNECTOR

FOR TRANSFER STUDENT
SUCCESS

PLEASE COMPLETE
A SESSION EVALUATION

(via the conference app)
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