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Encourage, and Empower Transfer Students
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Lori Carter - Director of Chapter Relations

Erin Colquitt - Director of Operations



What is Tau Sigma?

“A (non-profit) national honor society 
designed specifically to recognize and 
promote the academic excellence and 

involvement of transfer students" 



Why Tau Sigma?

Formal recognition for academic 
achievement to an underrecognized 

and underserved population 
Leadership opportunities for a 

population at a disadvantage in many 
student groups on campus

Opportunities for growth and 
achievement through scholarships and 

a leadership conference A group that helps your college or 
university better serve and welcome 

its incoming transfer students

Opportunities for transfer students to 
gain a sense of community at your 

college or university
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Tau Sigma History
 Beginnings at Auburn University
From 1984 to the first chapter in 1999
Students in Transition meeting in Pittsburgh
 Univ at Buffalo, Kent State Univ, Univ of Florida,                   

SUNY Oswego, Univ of Central Florida
50th chapter (SUNY - Albany) in 2008
100th chapter (Governors State) in 2012
200th chapter (TAMU - San Antonio) in 2019
100,000th member in 2019
$1,000,000+ in total scholarships awarded - 2022 
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Tau Sigma Growth
We need chapters in…



Tau Sigma Scholarships
 2022 – 2023

$100,000 in scholarships awarded - 57 scholarships ranging 
from $500 to $5,000

 Each advisor nominates applicants to represent their 
chapter

 Scholarship applicants are evaluated by a committee of 
six advisors 

 751 scholarships awarded for a total of $1,030,500



Tau Sigma Scholarships



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences

 Objectives of the Leadership Conference

Allow members/advisors to meet and get to know one 
another and share ideas

Provide members an opportunity to formally present 
their chapter ideas to other members/advisors

Thank and reward members/advisors for faithfully 
serving their chapters



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences

 Highly subsidized by National

$50/member and $100/advisor (includes hotel room for 
two nights, three nice meals at the hotel, t-shirt, activity)

Member and advisor must pay for transportation, 
incidentals, and other meals

 Nice hotels (Marriott, Hilton, Hard Rock, etc.)

 900+ attendees (250+ advisors, 650+ members)



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conference Locations

Chicago Washington, D.C.

Orlando San Antonio



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conference Agenda

 Friday night 
Plated dinner, program and speaker

 Saturday morning
Breakfast
Chapter presentations from 8:30-11:30
 Lunch
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Tau Sigma
Leadership Conference Agenda

 Friday night 
Plated dinner, program and speaker

 Saturday morning
Breakfast
Chapter presentations from 8:30-11:30
 Lunch

 Saturday afternoon/evening
 Sightseeing and activity

 Sunday
 Sightseeing and travel



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences



Tau Sigma Membership
Membership criteria

Student must transfer in with at least one year’s worth 
of academic credits

Student must be a full-time student

Student must achieve either a 3.5 GPA or be in the top 
20% of all incoming transfers during the term in which 
they complete one full term



Tau Sigma Membership

 Dues are ordinarily between $50 - $65, depending 
on the amount of local dues

 Dues waivers exist for students with financial need

 Lifetime membership - students cannot lose their 
membership, even if their GPA drops below a 3.5



Tau Sigma Membership Process

 Representative of the university completes a 
Preliminary Charter Information (PCI) form
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

 Universities typically need approximately 300 
incoming transfers each year

 Once the PCI form has been approved, the advisor 
obtains the contact information of those students 
who meet the eligibility criteria

 Email invitations are sent (went green in 2020)  
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

 Once the deadline passes, the membership is 
processed, and a chapter is formed!



Tau Sigma SWAG



Tau Sigma
Merchandise



Tau Sigma Membership Process

 Universities can conduct invitations once a year 
(normally after the fall term) or after every term

Most universities conduct an induction ceremony 
once a year (normally in the spring)

 Students only have one opportunity to join



Thank you for your time!
Questions?
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