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The following presentation was given at the 21st Annual Conference for the National Institute for the Study of Transfer Students. Please cite responsibly and direct questions to the original presenter(s).
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2865 - Tau Sigma: Partnering with Higher Ed to Recognize, Encourage, and Empower Transfer Students

Leadership and Strategic Planning, Parinerships and Collaboration

This session will introduce Tau Sigma, a national honor society designed specifically to recognize and promote the academic excellence and
involvement of transfer students. Tau Sigma was established in 1999 and at present we have over 120,000 members, have established 220 chapters

nationwide, and have awarded over $1,000,000 in scholarships to hundreds of deserving members. We will host our 12th Annual Leadership
Conference in Washington, D.C. this fall.

Lee Colquitt, Executive Director
Tau Sigma National Honor Society
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Partnering with Higher Ed to Recognize,
Encourage, and Empower Transfer Students

Lee Colquitt - Executive Director
Lori Carter - Director of Chapter Relations

Erin Colquitt - Director of Operations




What is Tau Sigma?

“A (non-profit) national honor society

designed specifically to recognize and

promote the academic excellence and
involvement of transfer students”



Why Tau Sigma’?

Formal recognition for academic
achievement to an underrecognized
and underserved population

Opportunities for growth and
achievement through scholarships and
a leadership conference

Opportunities for transfer students to
gain a sense of community at your
college or university

Leadership opportunities for a
population at a disadvantage in many
student groups on campus

A group that helps your college or
university better serve and welcome
its incoming transfer students
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Who we are and what we do!
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Who we are and what we do!
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Who we are and what we do!
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Tau Sigma History

" Beginnings at Auburn University
*"From 1984 to the first chapter in 1999

= Students in Transition meeting in Pittsburgh

= Univ at Buffalo, Kent State Univ, Univ of Florida,
SUNY Oswego, Univ of Central Florida

=50t chapter (SUNY - Albany) in 2008

= 100" chapter (Governors State) in 2012

=200t chapter (TAMU - San Antonio) in 2019

= 100,000t member in 2019

= 51,000,000+ in total scholarships awarded - 2022



Tau Sigma Growth
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Tau Sigma Growth




Tau Sigma Growth

= We need chapters in...

------------



Tau Sigma Scholarships

= 2022 -2023

= $100,000 in scholarships awarded - 57 scholarships ranging
from S500 to S5,000

= Each advisor nominates applicants to represent their
chapter

= Scholarship applicants are evaluated by a committee of
Six advisors

= 751 scholarships awarded for a total of $1,030,500



Tau Sigma Scholarships
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Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences

= Objectives of the Leadership Conference

= Allow members/advisors to meet and get to know one
another and share ideas

" Provide members an opportunity to formally present
their chapter ideas to other members/advisors

= Thank and reward members/advisors for faithfully
serving their chapters



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences

= Highly subsidized by National

= S50/member and $100/advisor (includes hotel room for
two nights, three nice meals at the hotel, t-shirt, activity)

* Member and advisor must pay for transportation,
incidentals, and other meals

= Nice hotels (Marriott, Hilton, Hard Rock, etc.)

= 900+ attendees (250+ advisors, 650+ members)



Tau Sigma

Leadership Conference Locations

Orlando

San Antonio
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Tau Sigma
Leadership Conference Agenda

= Friday night
" Plated dinner, program and speaker

= Saturday morning
" Breakfast
" Chapter presentations from 8:30-11:30
" Lunch



Tau Sigma
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Tau Sigma
Leadership Conference Agenda

= Friday night
" Plated dinner, program and speaker

= Saturday morning
" Breakfast

= Chapter presentations from 8:30-11:30
" Lunch

= Saturday afternoon/evening
= Sightseeing and activity

= Sunday
= Sightseeing and travel



Tau Sigma
Leadership Conferences




Tau Sigma Membership

=" Membership criteria

= Student must transfer in with at least one year’s worth
of academic credits

= Student must be a full-time student

= Student must achieve either a 3.5 GPA or be in the top
20% of all incoming transfers during the term in which
they complete one full term



Tau Sigma Membership

= Dues are ordinarily between $50 - $65, depending
on the amount of local dues

= Dues waivers exist for students with financial need

= Lifetime membership - students cannot lose their
membership, even if their GPA drops below a 3.5
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

" Representative of the university completes a
Preliminary Charter Information (PCl) form



Tau Sigma Membership Process

Tau Sigma National Honor Society

Preliminary Charter Information Form
MName of College or Untversity:
City, State:
Web Address:
Accredited By:
Total Undergradsats Enrollment:
Estimated Total Transfer Ensollment:
Estimated New Transfer Encollment for the Corrent Year:

Prospective Administratve/Facolty Advisor of Tau Sigma:

Mame Title
Signature Drate
Address

Phone Email

Charter Approval by the Vies Pres:dent of Student Affairs or the Dean of Smdents:
(or the zanking student perzonnel administratos)

Mame Title

Signatuze Date

NMail or fax to: oz email to:

Lee Colguite Les Colguite
Execotive Director, Tao Sigma colgulli@avburn edo

630 N. College Street, Suita A
Aubuen, AT 36830

phone: (334) B44-3000

fax: (334) B26-1119

{_TAU SIGMA._
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

= Universities typically need approximately 300
incoming transfers each year

" Once the PCI form has been approved, the advisor
obtains the contact information of those students
who meet the eligibility criteria

" Email invitations are sent (went green in 2020)



Tau Sigma Membership Process
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Invitations Tra

Accept Invitation

Please enter the information below to verify your invitation. The inwitation code is located in the invitation email or letter you
received.

Accept invitation

Having trouble accepting your invitation? Try these helpful tips.

Settings | Back to top



Tau Sigma Membership Process
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“ National Honor Society

1. Accept & Merchandise

Congratulations on being invited to membership in Tau Sigma at Indiana University Bloomington! To accept this
invitation, please complete the following registration and dues payment information.

I accept my membership in the Tau Sigma National Honor Saciety ($50.00)
Yesl!

I would like to order Tau Sigma Merchandise (This is the only opportunity you will have to purchase Tau Sigma Merchandise.)

Choose which items you would like to have shipped with your membership materials.

Tau Sigma Honor Cord ($15)

High quality, gold and burgundy interwowven cords for wearing at graduation ceremony.

Classic T-Shirt ($10 - Short Sleeve/$15 - Long Sleeve)

T-Shirts are white, Hanes 100% cotton with a burgundy Tau Sigma crest and "Tau Sigma National




Tau Sigma Membership Process

L Tavu SigMA Signed in as: Lori Carter ~

. Kational Honor Society

_ e LLEal Chapters A > Members

i 07/01/2019 - 06/30/2020 ~

National Office Portal

This area will serve as dashboard to assist in the management of the organization.

Tasks YTD Summary

Tau Sigma Chapters: INCOMPLETE

Induction Groups that have expired and are awaiting processing. Groups will disappear from this list when the certificates have been marked as prinfed. This table ignores the
Beginning and Ending dafes.
Search: | |
!_Ij University of California, Riverside 1/31/2020 466 16.74%

(Spring 2020)
& 317fElE  University of Central Florida 2/10/2020 1/30/2020 400 1416 28.25%

(Spring 2020)
& 312l[E|E  Florida International University 2/16/2020 1/30/2020 278 1253 22.19%

(Spring 2020)
e 03",4:-[1 Saint Xavier University 1/25/2020 34 73 46.58%

(Spring 2020)
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

" Once the deadline passes, the membership is
processed, and a chapter is formed!



Tau Sigma SWAG
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TAU SIGMA
NATIONAL
HONOR SOCIETY

Academic Honor Society for Transfer Students

certifies that

Brittany Dealva Joyce Williams .

fuas duly initiated as a member at

McKendree University
on the 251 day of April, 2019



Tau Sigma
Merchandise
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Tau Sigma Membership Process

= Universities can conduct invitations once a year
(normally after the fall term) or after every term

= Most universities conduct an induction ceremony
once a year (normally in the spring)

= Students only have one opportunity to join
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Thank you for your time!
Questions?
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