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WHAT IS INTERSTATE PASSPORT?
► Interstate Passport® is a 

national program that 
enables seamless block 
transfer of lower-division 
general education.

► Interstate Passport® based 
on an agreed upon set of 
learning outcomes rather 
than on specific courses and 
credits.
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THE HISTORY OF INTERSTATE PASSPORT

Phase 1: 
23 institutions,
5 states

Phase 2: 
Passport Learning 
Outcomes (PLOs) 
Grants:
Gates Foundation
Lumina Foundation

National Student 
Clearinghouse (NSC) 
partnership
First in the World Grant 
(U.S. Department of 
Education)

First non-founding 
members 
28,000 Passports 
reported to the NSC

Initial evaluation 
for the First in the 
World grant

The final 
evaluation report 
for the First in 
the World Grant

20,823 reported Passports in 
a single academic year

ECMC Foundation Catalyzing 
Transfer Initiative (CTI) Grant

ECMC CTI gathering in 
Denver, CO

Building a theory of 
change



STUDENT TRANSFER PATTERNS IN THE WICHE STATES: A LOOK 
AT THE FALL 2006 COHORT

At the outset of the Interstate Passport initiative, a 
report was produced to examine the student 
transfer picture of the fall 2006 cohort in the 15 
WICHE states.*

The transfer rate for full-time students was 35.9 
percent, and 31.6 percent for part time students or 
33.6 percent of the entire cohort. 

Of the students who began at a public two-year 
institution, 15.4 percent transferred out of state; 
25.3 percent of students who began at a public four-
year institution did so. Neighboring states gained 
the highest number of interstate transfer students.

*The WICHE region has grown to 16 states and freely associated 
territories



CURRENT STATUS OF INTERSTATE PASSPORT

• 70 Member Institutions
• 22 states 
• All public two-and four-year 

institutions in four states: HI, AK, 
UT, SD

• 42% institutions reported 
Passports in AY 2021-2022, 

• Total number of reported 
Passport awards over the life of 
the program is 88,569



EVALUATING A PROGRAM

- Identify stakeholders and decision-makers 

- Define the challenges with the program

- Compare the initial goals and context of the program to current 
goals and context

- Consider the growth or degrowth over the life of the program 

- Map activities that could lead to the short- and long-term results

- Write a proposal for change for stakeholders 



THINK-PAIR-SHARE
► Consider a program at your institution.

► What mechanisms for evaluation does your institution 
utilize?

► What are the roadblocks to evaluation? 

► What are the signs that a program needs evaluation? 

► Was the program revised or retired? 



SUMMER 2022 MARKETING FOCUS GROUPS

Member Perspective

► They implemented the 
program, but they do not 
know if Interstate Passport 
is working.

► Three key questions
• Are our students using it to 

transfer?

• Are transfer student success 
outcomes improved?

• Does participating in the 
Interstate Passport Network 
gain us students?

Prospective Member Perspective

► No urgency

► Positive feelings but no passion

► Not a unique solution that they 
feel their institution must pursue

• Legislative mandates are seen as a 
“competitor” to the program

► No connection to Interstate 
Passport as solving a real 
problem for their students



CREDIT MOBILITY IN 2023
► NISTS

► COVID-19 Transfer, Mobility, and Progress report from 
National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) 

► Issue brief from Ithaka S+R

► National Transfer Landscape scan from Education 
Commission of the States (ECS)

► State-wide transfer initiatives and mandates 

► Feedback from ECMC Foundation Catalyzing Transfer 
Initiative 

https://www.nists.org/guides-resources
https://nscresearchcenter.org/transfer-mobility-and-progress/
https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/holistic-credit-mobility/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Transfer-Landscape-Analysis.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Transfer-Landscape-Analysis.pdf


THE FUTURE



THANK YOU!
Olivia Tufo

Member Services Coordinator

otufo@wiche.edu

www.wiche.edu

www.interstatepassport.wiche.edu

mailto:otufo@wiche.edu
http://www.wiche.edu/
http://www.interstatepassport.wiche.edu/
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