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1. What are the 
biggest challenges for 
prospective transfer 
students who know 
what they want to 
major in at the four-
year institution?

2. What are the 
biggest challenges for 
prospective transfer 
students who don’t 
know what they want 
to major in at the 
four-year institution?

3. What are the 
biggest challenges for 
prospective transfer 
students who know 
what four-year 
institution they want 
to transfer to?

4. What are the 
biggest challenges for 
prospective transfer 
students who don’t 
know what four-year 
institution they want 
to transfer to?

5. What resources do 
we offer these 
students?
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T R A N S F E R  I N  V I R G I N I A :  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
All New Transfer 69% 70% 70% 65% 66%
Students with 15 CC credits or Fewer 51% 53% 52% 55% 51%
Students with between 16  and 30 CC credits 63% 62% 61% 65% 61%
Students with 31 CC credits or Greater (No AA) 78% 78% 79% 79% 78%
Students Awareded AA/AS Prior to Transfer 78% 78% 78% 70% 71%

Transfer Student Completion at All Public Four-Year Institutions from 2013-14 to 2017-2018



TRANSFER VIRGINIA: BACKGROUND

• 2018 Transfer Legislation
• Four new transfer policies

• Statewide Transfer Portal

• Common course learning outcomes

• Collaboration among SCHEV, the VCCS, Richard Bland College, 
fourteen public four-year institutions, many private four-year 
institutions, and the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program



TRANSFER VIRGINIA GOALS

• Gateway barriers: Increase the number of students successfully completing math and 
English in the first year of community college enrollment.

• Mobility and timeliness: Improve time to transfer without reducing the number of 
students who complete an associate degree before transfer.

• Degree attainment: Increase the two- and three-year baccalaureate completion rate for 
transfer students.

• Credit efficiency: Reduce the average number of degree credits earned by transfer 
students to be comparable to those earned by native students in the same program.
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Common Curricula Transfer Guides
GAAs and GPAAs

(Guaranteed Admission 
Agreements & Guaranteed 

Program Admission Agreements)

- For each discipline
- Created by 2-year faculty

- Informed by 4-year schools 
- Prepare students for major

- Include course options
- Designed for use at all 2-yrs

- Created by 4-year schools, 
unique to each 

- Based on common curricula
- SCT peer review process

- Student-facing

- Admission to college or 
program

- Common template
- Based on common 

curriculum & transfer guide

Transfer Virginia Elements
Common 
Curricula

Transfer 
Guides

GPAAs, 
GAAs



Common Curriculum Transfer Guides



Discipline 
faculty 

waiting to 
start 

common 
curriculum 

process

2Y/4Y 
faculty 
initial 

meeting, 
follow-up 
meetings 
as needed

Iterative 
work: 
2Y/4Y 

drafts à
solid, 

complete 
draft

4Y do 
mapping 
exercise 

with 
complete 

draft

Final draft 
revision 

based on 
mapping

Approval 
by CAOs

2Y begin 
to 

implement 
curricula; 

4Y 
develop 
transfer 
guides

All 2Y 
implement 
curricula; 

All 4Y 
transfer 
guides 

complete 
and 

posted to 
portal

Art History
Cinema
Geology
History
Music

Philosophy
Physics
Religion

Sociology

Visual Arts  
Graphic Design

Chemistry
Criminal Justice

Dance
Enviro Science

Political Science
Social Work

Biology
Mathematics

World 
Languages

Business
Comp Sci
Education

Engineering
IT

Theatre

Communications
English

Kinesiology
Psychology

Public Health

Fall 
2023
– Fall 
2025

H O W  D O  W E  A C C O M P L I S H  T H I S ?



Thank you!
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